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Tour Summary 
 

Today was the first day of the tour, and after 

Daniel and Chrystal arrived in Or Tambo 

Airport, we made our way to Orpen Gate, 

Kruger National Park. Along the way, we saw 

Black-winged Kites, African Darter, Reed 

Cormorant and a Cape Longclaw. As we 

descended into the Lowveld, we came across a 

small dam along the roadside, and here we saw 

Little Grebe, Common Moorhen, Southern Red 

Bishops and Southern Masked Weavers nesting 

over the water. We stopped for lunch in 

Nelspruit, and as we neared our lodge at Orpen 

Gate, the clouds turned grey and before we knew 

it, it was raining! Luckily, the large amounts of lightning and the booming thunder were quite 

entertaining! We finally arrived at the Wild Olive Tree Lodge, which borders the Manyelethi Game 

Reserve (which is now joined to the Kruger National Park). After dinner, we went to our safari tents for 

a good night’s sleep. 

 

We woke with the sounds of the bush at first light and some of the birds we could hear were Square-

tailed Nightjars, Kurrichane Thrush and White-browed Scrub-Robin. We entered the Kruger National 

Park through the Orpen Gate, and as we made our way to the 

day visitor’s reception, we came across a small herd of 

Buffalo that were apparently harassed by a few lions, which 

we did not see. After checking in, we got some good views 

of a Woodland Kingfisher and then proceeded through 

Orpen Rest Camp and into the rest of the National Park. As 

we drove along the main road leading to Satara Rest Camp, 

we saw European, Purple and Lilac-breasted Rollers, 

European Bee-eaters, Grey-Go-Away Birds, and Magpie 

Red-backed Shrikes. We suddenly came across many cars 

and as we neared the traffic jam, we could see African Wild 

Dogs running between the cars. We eventually found a spot 

to view the dogs and then saw that they had just taken an 

Impala. Unfortunately, the Impala’s remains were well 

distributed between the pack of dogs. After all the 

excitement, we continued along the road and managed to see 

Lappet-faced and White-backed Vultures and a Tawny 

African Wild Dog by Daniel Mangold 

Tawny Eagle by Gareth Robbins 
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Eagle. We came across a few bird parties, and some of the birds 

that really stood out for the morning were Orange-breasted 

Bushshrike, Black and Klaas’s Cuckoos, Green-backed 

Camaroptera, Southern Black Tits, Cardinal Woodpeckers and 

Black Cuckooshrike. Some of the general game we saw 

included Common Zebra, Impala and Common Wildebeest. 

We also had a fantastic close sighting of a Black-backed 

Jackal, which walked right up to the car.  

 We finally arrived at Satara Rest Camp and headed straight 

to the resident African Scops Owl roost. Here we were 

rewarded with some excellent, close views of one owl. We 

headed back out for a short drive where we saw a Hamerkop, 

Red-billed Queleas and a Sabota Lark and then proceeded back 

to Satara Rest Camp to get some lunch. We left Satara Rest 

Camp and made our way back to our lodge. As we left the camp 

we saw a few Red-billed Buffalo Weavers. On the road back 

to our camp, we saw Amur Falcons, Golden-tailed 

Woodpecker, Black, Marabou and Saddle-billed Storks, 

Common Scimitarbill, a couple of Giraffe and a large Elephant Bull. We finally made our way back past 

where we had originally seen the buffalo and here we saw two male lions and we were entertained by 

one lion coughing up a fur ball. After a short break, we met our guide, Fortune, and he drove us through 

the Manyelethi concession, where we saw a few Elephant Bulls 

and a small family group of elephants, as well as two White 

Rhinos, immature Bateleurs, Crowned Lapwings, Green 

Woodhoopoes and a Jacobin Cuckoo. After an excellent first day 

in the Kruger National Park, we had dinner before heading to bed.  

 

At first light, we left our lodge outside Orpen Gate and made our 

way back into the Kruger National Park. A couple of the first birds 

we saw were Stierling’s Wren-Warbler, a pair of Violet-backed 

Starlings, Brown-headed Parrots and two Black-bellied Bustards. 

Our plan for the day was to head South to Skukuza Rest Camp. 

We travelled along a few gravel roads and this produced sightings 

of Saddle-billed, White and Marabou Storks, a pair of Knob-billed 

Ducks, Wahlberg’s Eagle and a Monotonous Lark. We also had an 

interesting experience with a large cheeky Elephant bull that took 

a serious interest in us and walked towards the car. We gave him 

his space and he eventually lost interest and moved off the road. 

Once we arrived back on the tar road, we came across a large dam, 

African Scops Owl by Gareth Robbins 

Black-bellied Bustard by Daniel 

Mangold 
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and under a large tree full of Hooded Vultures were two male 

lions, resting in the shade next to an old Hippo carcass. Prior 

to all the rain, areas such as the Kruger National Park lost many 

of their Hippos due to a severe drought. As we neared the 

Skukuza Rest Camp we had a fantastic close view of a 

Levaillant’s Cuckoo, and when we crossed the Sand River, we 

managed to see African Fish Eagle, Little Egret and a Striated 

Heron.  

 We decided to pass Skukuza Rest Camp and had lunch at 

the Skukuza Golf Club; this was a perfect, cool, quiet and 

relaxing setting, with views of Hippopotamus, Warthog and 

Vervet Monkey. During lunch, we saw Red-chested Cuckoo, 

White-breasted Cormorant, Broad-billed Roller and a Western 

Osprey. By the time we had finished lunch, the temperature 

neared 40 degrees Celsius, so we decided to drive to our hotel 

in Hazyview. After exiting through Paul Kruger Gate, we 

managed to get a good look at an African Buffalo in the Sabie 

River.  

   

We entered through the Phabeni Gate of the Kruger National Park today and headed east in the direction 

of Skukuza Rest Camp. Along the way, we had excellent sightings of a pair of African Paradise 

Flycatchers, many Monotonous Larks, Spotted Flycatcher, Little Bee-eater, Lesser-striped Swallow, 

White-rumped Swift, Black-crowned Tchagra, Brubru, African Pied Wagtail and a Wahlberg’s Eagle 

Adult sitting next to its nest with one chick clearly visible from the road. We visited the Nyamundwa 

Dam and on the other side of the dam, we saw Black-winged Stilt, White-faced Whistling Duck, 

Common Greenshank, Three-banded Plover, Little Egret and Common Sandpiper. Another interesting 

sighting was that of a Gabar Goshawk catching 

a Monotonous Lark and then flying off in the 

distance with its breakfast. We made a short 

breakfast stop at Paul Kruger Gate and here we 

managed to get good views of a Purple-crested 

Turaco. We then drove to Skukuza Camp and 

had a brief walk around the camp and saw 

African Green Pigeons, Red-faced Cisticola, 

Cape White-eye and an Ashy Flycatcher feeding 

its fledgelings. We then headed back out and 

drove to the Sabie River and Sand River bridge 

crossings, where we saw Giant and Pied 

Kingfishers and a Hamerkop catching fish as 

Red-chested Cuckoo by Gareth Robbins 

Southern Carmine Bee-eater by Daniel Mangold 
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they jumped out of the water. We then headed back 

along the Sabie River towards the Lower Sabie, and 

along the way we had fantastic views of Southern 

Carmine and European Bee-eaters catching wasps. We 

also saw a couple of Goliath Herons and a Brown-

hooded Kingfisher and stopped briefly at the Nkhulu 

Picnic Site before turning around and heading to the 

Skukuza Golf Club to have lunch. Our lunch was fairly 

entertaining as there was a large troop of Vervet 

Monkeys present and we had to make sure our lunch was 

not stolen. After lunch, we walked to the boundary fence 

next to the green, and here we saw an immature African 

Fish Eagle fly over and we also had excellent views of a 

Broad-billed Roller. We then headed back to Paul 

Kruger Gate and along the way we managed to get a long-distance view of a Leopard before exiting the 

park. 

 

Today we entered the Kruger National Park through the Phabeni Gate and took our first gravel track, 

which led us to Pretoriuskop Rest Camp. Along this road, we saw a large troop of Chapman Baboons 

and a Red-collared Widowbird. Once we arrived at Pretoriuskop, we had our packed breakfast and 

proceeded to walk around the camp. We arrived at the swimming pool area and here we saw Red-chested 

Cuckoo, Willow Warbler, Violet-backed Starling, Scarlet-chested Sunbird and a wonderful close view 

of a Yellow-rumped Tinkerbird. We then walked back to the car and were able to see Brown-headed 

Parrots and Kurrichane Thrushes. After some shopping in the curio shop, we drove towards Shitlave 

Dam and here we saw one majestic African Fish Eagle, Common Waxbills and a Pin-tailed Whydah. We 

then drove to Transport Dam where we enjoyed a peaceful 10 minutes watching a large Elephant bull 

taking a bath. After leaving the dam, we had a great look at Cuckoo Finch before heading to the Lake 

Panic bird hide. As soon as we got out of the car, 

we heard the call from a Gorgeous Bushshrike, and 

after an easy search, we managed to get a great look 

at a pair of these beautiful birds.  

 From the hide, Grey and Squacco Herons 

were seen. We then left the hide and drove to the 

Sabie and Sand River, and we saw Malachite and 

Pied Kingfishers, Hamerkop and Little Egrets 

feeding on a large surplus of small fish being 

washed down the river, and common Sandpiper and 

White-fronted Bee-eater. We made our way back to 

our hotel in Hazyview, stopping briefly at Skukuza 
Gorgeous Bushshrike by Daniel Mangold 

Yellow-fronted Tinkerbird by Gareth Robbins 
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Rest Camp to pick up an early lunch. On our way out, we got a better view of a Jacobin Cuckoo. In the 

afternoon, we took a short walk in the hotel grounds. This turned out to be a very productive walk as we 

saw Spectacled Weaver, African Palm Swift, Black-backed Puffback, Kurrichane Thrush, Blue Waxbill, 

Violet-backed Starling and Speckled Mousebirds.  

 

After a relaxing evening the night before, we spent 

the first part of the morning walking around the 

garden of the hotel and managed to see the stunning 

White-browed Robin-Chat, Black-collared Barbets, 

Speckled Mousebirds, Yellow-fronted Tinkerbirds, 

Cape White-eyes and a vocal pair of Woodland 

Kingfishers. During breakfast, we were entertained 

by a Purple-crested Turaco feeding in a tree nearby. 

We then packed the car and bid farewell to the 

Kruger National Park and Hazyview. Our next stop 

was to be in Wakkerstroom, and here we were to 

stay for two nights. Before we knew it, we had left 

the hot, lush Lowveld and were now in the flat, cool 

Highveld. We saw birds such as Pied and Cape Crows, Ant-eating Chat, Yellow-crowned Bishop, Long-

tailed Widowbirds, Southern Red Bishops and African Pied Starlings.  

 We stopped at a large wetland near the town of Breyten and here we saw Wood Sandpiper, Ruff, 

Greater Flamingo, Cape Shoveler, Hottentot Teals, Red-knobbed Coots, Yellow-billed Ducks, Southern 

Pochard, Spur-winged Geese, African Shelducks and Whiskered Terns. We then passed the town of 

Ermelo and just to the other side of Amersfoort, we stopped at a bridge and saw White-rumped Swifts 

and South African Cliff Swallows. We finally arrived at our beautiful lodge in Wakkerstroom, and after 

unpacking the car, we headed back out to the surrounding fields where we saw Black Stork, Cape Long-

caw and White-throated Swallows. We then visited 

the ever popular wetlands and found African 

Swamphen, Common Moorhen, Red-knobbed Coots, 

Southern Masked Weavers and a Levaillant’s 

Cisticola. We drove back to the lodge as the light 

faded and went back into the town for dinner. After a 

delicious meal, we took a short night drive around the 

town and successfully managed to see a Spotted 

Eagle-Owl and Scrub Hare.   

 

We met Norman, our local guide, at sunrise and we 

drove to an area just behind the town of 

Wakkerstroom. As we drove along the dirt road, we 
Blue Crane by Gareth Robbins 

White-browed Robin-Chat by Gareth Robbins 
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started to see a good number of birds, such as 

Mountain Wheatear, Eastern Long-billed Larks, 

Sentinel Rock-Thrush, African Pipit, Red-capped 

Lark, White-bellied Bustard, Bald Ibis and the 

striking Yellow-breasted Pipit. We then drove to a 

section near the hotel, and this area was covered with 

Lucosidia trees. In and amongst these trees we found 

Barratt's Warbler, Drake never Prinias, Bar-throated 

Apalises, Southern Boubou and Bush Blackcap. We 

then drove back to our hotel and here we had a 

wonderful English breakfast as we watched the various 

birds - which included Black-collared Barbet, 

Speckled Mousebird and Southern Masked Weaver - 

come in to feed on the lawn.  

 After breakfast, we drove in the direction of the 

village of Amersfoort, and here we saw White Stork, Grey-crowned and Blue Cranes, Eastern Clapper 

Lark, Yellow-crowned and Southern Red Bishops, Fan-tailed Widowbirds and the popular Meerkats. We 

arrived at Fickland Pan, and after some serious searching, we eventually found a Rudd's Lark and a 

Wing-snapping Cisticola. We then drove to another area further along, and after very little searching, we 

found one Botha's Lark and we were also very fortunate to see its nest with two chicks inside. By this 

time, the temperature had reached over 30 degrees, which was not normal for this part of the world, so 

we made our way back to Wakkerstroom and spotted Common and Jackal Buzzards, Secretarybirds and 

Amur Falcons on the way back to the town. We then took a short drive to a well-known spot and here 

we managed to see a Cape Rock-Thrush. We then dropped Norman off and headed back to the hotel. 

After a siesta, we walked around the property and saw a 

family of African Hoopoes, Black-headed Oriole, Cape 

Sparrows, Africa Paradise Flycatcher, Cape Weaver and a 

Diederik Cuckoo being mobbed by a Southern Masked 

Weaver. We had dinner at the local Wakkerstroom hotel, 

and as we were about to leave, a huge thunderstorm passed 

through and we had to wait for it to pass. We then set out 

for another quick night drive and managed to see Scrub 

Hair and a wet Spotted Eagle Owl. 

 

Today was the last day of the tour and we went back to the 

local wetlands just before breakfast. As we made our way 

to the wetlands, we took a slight detour through the town 

where we managed to get a great view of a pair of Red-

throated Wrynecks. We then continued and stopped on the 

Botha’s Lark by Gareth Robbins 

Grey-crowned Crane by Gareth Robbins 
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road overlooking both sides of the wetlands. From this vantage point, we managed to see African Reed 

Warbler, White-throated Swallows, Southern Red Bishops, Black-crowned Night Heron and a couple of 

Little Bitterns flying in and out of the reeds. We were also surprised to see a Water Monitor moving in 

between the reeds, looking for food. We then moved to another section of the wetlands and here we saw 

Lesser Swamp Warbler and Little Rush Warbler, African Swamphen and a few Grey-crowned Cranes 

flying overhead. We then headed back to the hotel and walked around the garden, spotting Olive Thrush 

and Diederik Cuckoos before having a relaxing breakfast.  

 After breakfast, we packed our bags and took a slow drive to OR Tambo International Airport. 

One interesting sighting was of a Black Heron at a commercial dam in Benoni. After a week, full of 

amazing sightings and great company, we went our separate ways, with plans to do more tours together 

in the future once again.  

Total species recorded: 236 (234 seen and 2 heard only) 

 

E = South African Endemic, RE = Regional Endemic to Southern Africa, RNE = Regional Near- 

Endemic, BE = Breeding Endemic 

 

NP = National Park, GR = Game Reserve, BG = Botanical Garden, SW = Sewage Works, NR = Nature 

Reserve 

 

Swans, Geese & Ducks  Anatidae 
White-faced Whistling-Duck   Dendrocygna viduata 

We managed to see these pretty ducks at a few different dams in the Kruger NP. 

Spur-winged Goose     Plectropterus gambensis 

This large bird was seen on farmlands and dams in and around the Wakkerstroom area.  

Knob-billed Duck     Sarkidiornis melanotos 

We had two fantastic sightings of these strange looking ducks in the Kruger NP. 

Egyptian Goose     Alopochen aegyptiaca 

These common birds were seen on most days of the tour. 

South African Shelduck (RE)   Tadorna cana 

These pretty ducks were seen in Wakkerstroom wetlands.  

Yellow-billed Duck     Anas undulata 

This duck was commonly recorded in the Wakkerstroom wetlands.  

Cape Shoveler (RE)     Anas smithii 

We had good sightings of these birds in the Wakkerstroom wetlands.  

Hottentot Teal                              Anas hottentota 

We saw these shy birds in Wakkerstroom.  

Southern Pochard                              Netta erythrophthalma 

We had good sightings of this bird in the Strandfontein SW. 
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Guineafowl  Numididae 
Helmeted Guineafowl    Numida meleagris 

This pretty but common bird was seen on every day of the tour.      

 

Pheasants & Partridges  Phasianidae 
Natal Spurfowl (RNE)    Pternistis natalensis 

We had good views of these spurfowl in the Kruger NP.  

Swainson’s Spurfowl (RNE)    Pternistis swainsonii 

We saw and heard these birds often in the Kruger NP.  

 

Grebes  Podicipedidae 
Little Grebe      Tachybaptus ruficollis 

We saw a few of these grebes on our way to the Kruger NP.  

 

Flamingos  Phoenicopteridae 
Greater Flamingo     Phoenicopterus roseus 

We saw these graceful birds at a large wetland outside Breyten as we were making our way to 

Wakkerstroom.  

 

Storks  Ciconidae 
Black Stork      Ciconia nigra 

We saw these storks in the Kruger NP and en route to Wakkerstroom.  

Woolly-necked Stork     Ciconia episcopus 

We had a good look at this stork in the Kruger NP.  

Saddle-billed Stork     Epippiorhynchus senegalensis 

We had great looks at this colourful stork in the Kruger NP.  

Marabou Stork     Leptoptilos crumenifer 

We saw these storks on two occasions in the Kruger NP.  

 

Ibises & Spoonbills  Threskiornithidae 
Sacred Ibis      Threskiornis aethiopicus 

This ibis was seen on the last day of the tour.  

Southern Bald Ibis (E)     Geronticus calvus 

We saw good numbers of these birds in Wakkerstroom and surrounding areas.  

Hadada Ibis      Bostrychia hagedash 

We recorded this popular and noisy bird on almost every day of the tour. 

Glossy Ibis      Plegadis falcinellus 

We saw this ibis en route to Wakkerstroom.  
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Bitterns & Herons  Ardeidae 
Little Bittern      Ixobrychus minutes 

We had multiple sightings of the usually shy birds at the Wakkerstroom wetlands.  

Black-crowned Night Heron   Nycticorax nycticorax 

We had a good view of this night heron in Wakkerstroom. 

Striated Heron     Butorides striata 

We saw this small heron in the Kruger NP. 

Squacco Heron     Ardeola ralloides 

We saw this heron in the Kruger NP.  

Western Cattle Egret    Bubulcus ibis 

We had regular sightings of these gregarious birds in and around the Highveld and Wakkerstroom.  

Grey Heron                Ardea cinerea 

This heron was seen in the Kruger NP, Highveld and Wakkerstroom areas.  

Black-headed Heron          Ardea melanocephala 

We saw this land hunting heron in the Kruger NP.  

Goliath Heron     Ardea goliath 

We saw a couple of these large herons in the Sabie River, Kruger NP.  

Great Egret       Ardea alba 

These large egrets were seen in the Sabie River, Kruger NP.  

Little Egret      Egretta garzetta 

We saw this egret on a couple of occasions in the Kruger NP.   

 

Hamerkop  Scopidae 
Hamerkop      Scopus umbretta 

This distinctive species was seen a couple of times in the Kruger NP. We enjoyed watching one bird 

catching small fish as they jumped out of the water straight into the bird's mouth.  

 

 

Cormorants & Shags  Phalacrocoracidae 
Reed Cormorant     Phalacrocorax africanus 

This common wetland bird was seen en route to the Kruger NP.  

White-breasted Cormorant    Phalacrocorax lucidus 

This large cormorant was seen at the Skukuza Golf Club, Kruger NP.  

 

Anhingas & Darters  Anhingidae 
African Darter     Anhinga rufa 

This snake-like bird was seen on our way to the Kruger NP and also at the Skukuza Golf Club.  

Secretarybird  Sagittariidae 
Secretarybird      Sagittarius serpentarius 

We saw a pair of birds just beyond Wakkerstroom.  
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Osprey  Pandionidae 
Western Osprey     Pandion haliaetus 

We were very fortunate to see this bird of prey flying above the dam at the Skukuza Golf Course.  

 

Kites, Hawks & Eagles  Accipitridae 
Black-winged Kite     Elanus caeruleus 

This striking raptor was seen a couple of times from the roadside. 

Hooded Vulture     Necrosyrtes monachus 

We had a couple of sightings of these vultures in the Kruger NP.  

White-backed Vulture    Gyps africanus 

This vulture species was common in the Kruger NP.  

Lappet-faced Vulture    Torgos tracheliotos 

We were lucky to see these large vultures in the Kruger NP. 

Brown Snake Eagle     Circaetus cinereus 

We managed to get a good look at this unique bird of prey in the Kruger NP. 

Bateleur      Terathopius ecaudatus 

This beautiful bird of prey was seen on many occasions in the Kruger NP and an immature bird in the 

Manyelethi GR.  

Wahlberg’s Eagle                     Hieraaetus wahlbergi  

We had regular sightings of this eagle in the Kruger NP. We also had a sighting of the two adults with a 

chick in its nest.  

Tawny Eagle      Aquila rapax 

This bird of prey was seen on several occasions in the Kruger NP. We had an exceptionally close view 

of this eagle as it tried to get to the remains of an Impala.  

Gabar Goshawk     Micronisus gabar 

We had brief glimpses of this small bird of prey catching what looked like a Monotonous Lark and then 

flying off.  

Montagu’s Harrier     Circus pygargus 

We had an exceptionally close sighting of this bird on the farmlands outside Wakkerstroom.   

Yellow-billed Kite          Milvus aegyptius 

This bird of prey was seen in the Kruger NP.  

African Fish Eagle     Haliaeetus vocifer 

We had excellent views of this handsome bird of prey in the Kruger NP. Including immature individual.  

Common Buzzard     Buteo buteo 

These birds of prey were common along the roadside in the Highveld.  

Jackal Buzzard (RE)     Buteo rufofuscus 

We found this great endemic in the Wakkerstroom area.  

 

Bustards  Otididae 
White-bellied Bustard                Eupodotis barrowii 

We had a long distance view of one of these bustards just outside Wakkerstroom.   
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Red-crested Korhaan    Lophotis ruficrista 

We had a couple of close sightings of these birds in the Kruger NP. 

Black-bellied Bustard    Lissotis melanogaster 

We had excellent views of this bustard standing next to the road in the Kruger NP.  

Flufftails  Sarothruridae 

    

Red-chested Flufftail                    Sarothrura rufa 

We only managed to hear this shy bird in Wakkerstroom.  

 

Rails, Crakes & Coots  Rallidae 
African Swamphen             Porphyrio madagascariensis 

This colourful bird was seen at the Wakkerstroom wetlands.  

Common Moorhen     Gallinula chloropus 

We saw this bird at the Wakkerstroom wetlands.  

Red-knobbed Coot     Fulica cristata 

This bird was common many wetlands/dams during the tour. 

 

Cranes  Gruidae 
Grey Crowned Crane    Balearica regulorum 

We saw these canes at the Wakkerstroom wetlands on both mornings.  

Blue Crane (RE)     Grus paradisea 

We had good sightings of South Africa’s national bird in Wakkerstroom.  

 

Thick-knees  Burhinidae 
Water Thick-knee         Burhinus vermiculatus 

We saw a few of these birds in the Kruger NP.  

 

 

Stilts & Avocets  Recurvirostridae 
Black-winged Stilt     Himantopus himantopus 

This tall wader was frequently seen in the Kruger NP and at the large wetland near Breyten on the way 

to Wakkerstroom.  

 

Plovers & Lapwings  Charadriidae 
Blacksmith Lapwing     Vanellus armatus 

We had regular sightings of this lapwing throughout the tour. 

White-crowned Lapwing    Vanellus albiceps 

We had a good sighting of a leucistic bird at the Sand River, Kruger NP.  

Crowned Lapwing     Vanellus coronatus 

We saw a couple of these birds in the Kruger NP and in the Manyelethi GR.  
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African Wattled Lapwing    Vanellus senegallus 

We saw these noisy lapwings at the Wakkerstroom wetlands.  

Three-banded Plover    Charadrius tricollaris 

This pretty plover was seen often in the Kruger NP.  

 

Jacanas  Jacanidae 
African Jacana     Actophilornis africanus 

This popular bird was seen at the Skukuza Golf Club, Kruger NP.  

 

Sandpipers & Allies  Scolopacidae 
African Snipe              Gallinago nigripennis 

This strange looking bird was seen in the Wakkerstroom wetlands.  

Common Greenshank    Tringa nebularia 

We saw this wader in the Kruger NP.  

Wood Sandpiper     Tringa glareola 

We saw this bird at the wetland outside Breyten, en route to Wakkerstroom. 

Common Sandpiper     Actitis hypoleucos 

This small sandpiper was seen in the Kruger NP.  

Ruff                                       Philomachus pugnax 

We saw a couple of these birds at the wetland outside Breyten, on our way to Wakkerstroom. 

 

Gulls, Terns & Skimmers  Laridae 
Whiskered Tern     Chlidonias hybrida 

We saw this tern at the wetland near Breyten and at the Wakkerstroom wetlands.  

 

Pigeons & Doves  Columbidae 
Rock Dove      Columba livia 

This dove was seen in the town of Wakkerstroom. 

Speckled Pigeon     Columba guinea 

This handsome pigeon was seen in the town of Wakkerstroom.  

Red-eyed Dove     Streptopelia semitorquata 

This large dove was seen along the roadside as we made our way to the Kruger NP. 

Ring-necked Dove                Streptopelia capicola 

We had a couple of sightings of these birds in the Kruger NP. 

Laughing Dove     Streptopelia senegalensis 

This dove was seen almost every day of the tour. 

Emerald-spotted Wood Dove   Turtur chalcospilos 

This pretty dove showed well in Kruger NP. 

African Green Pigeon    Treron calvus 

We saw this beautiful pigeon in the Kruger NP and Hazyview.  
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Turacos  Musophagidae 
Purple-crested Turaco    Tauraco porphyreolophus 

This colourful species showed well at Paul Kruger Gate, Kruger NP. We also had a great sighting of one 

bird in the garden at our hotel in Hazyview. 

Grey Go-away-bird     Corythaixoides concolor 

This bird was very common in the Kruger NP. 

 

Cuckoos  Cuculidae 
Levaillant’s Cuckoo     Clamator levaillantii 

We had fantastic close views of this cuckoo in the Kruger NP. 

Jacobin Cuckoo     Clamator jacobinus 

We had regular sightings of this cuckoo in the Kruger NP and the Manyelethi GR.  

Diederik Cuckoo     Chrysococcyx caprius 

We had great views of this cuckoo in the Kruger NP. 

Klaas’s Cuckoo                           Chrysococcyx klaas 

This Cuckoo showed well in the Kruger NP.  

Black Cuckoo      Cuculus clamosus 

We managed to see this cuckoo quite well as it flew past us in the Kruger NP. 

Red-chested Cuckoo                        Cuculus solitaries 

We saw this vocal cuckoo at the Skukuza Golf Club in the Kruger NP.  

 

Typical Owls  Strigidae 
African Scops Owl     Otus senegalensis 

We had a great view of one bird in Satara Rest Camp, Kruger National Park.  

Spotted Eagle-Owl     Bubo africanus 

We had great views of this owl in Wakkerstroom on our night drives in the town. 

 

Nightjars and Allies  Caprimulgidae 
Square-tailed Nightjar    Caprimulgus fossii 

We heard this nightjar call on both nights from our lodge situated just outside Orpen Gate, Kruger NP 

 

Swifts  Apodidae 
African Palm Swift     Cypsiurus parvus 

We had one sighting of this swift in the Kruger NP. 

Alpine Swift      Tachymarptis melba 

We saw these large swifts at our lodge which was situated just outside Orpen Gate, Kruger NP.  

Little Swift      Apus affinis 

We saw these vocal swifts in the Kruger NP. 

White-rumped Swift                       Apus caffer 

We had a couple of sightings of these swifts during the tour.  
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Mousebirds  Coliidae 
Speckled Mousebird     Colius striatus 

This mouse-like bird was seen in the Kruger NP, Highveld and Wakkerstroom.  

Red-faced Mousebird     Urocolius indicus 

These vocal mousebirds were seen in the Kruger NP.  

 

Rollers  Coraciidae 
Purple Roller      Coracias naevius 

We only saw this roller a few times in the Kruger NP. 

Lilac-breasted Roller    Coracias caudatus 

This colourful species was seen well in the Kruger NP. 

European Roller     Coracias garrulous 

We had regular views of this pretty bird in the Kruger NP.  

Broad-billed Roller     Eurystomus glaucurus 

This vocal bird was seen extremely well at the Skukuza Golf Course, Kruger NP. 

 

Kingfishers  Alcedinidae 
Brown-hooded Kingfisher    Halcyon albiventris  

We only had one sighting of this kingfisher in the Kruger NP.  

Woodland Kingfisher    Halcyon senegalensis 

This vocal kingfisher was seen and heard every day in the Kruger NP.  

Malachite Kingfisher    Corythornis cristatus 

This striking kingfisher was seen in the Sabie River, Kruger NP.  

Giant Kingfisher     Megaceryle maxima 

We saw this huge kingfisher in the Sand River, Kruger NP.  

Pied Kingfisher     Ceryle rudis 

We had a great close view of this Kingfisher at the Sand River, Kruger NP.  

 

Bee-eaters  Meropidae 
Little Bee-eater     Merops pusillus 

This little beauty was seen in the Kruger NP.  

White-fronted Bee-eater    Merops bullockoides 

After a lot of searching, we finally found this bee-eater along the Sabie River near Skukuza Rest Camp, 

Kruger Np.  

European Bee-eater     Merops apiaster 

We had a couple of sightings of these vocal bee-eaters in the Kruger NP. 

Southern Carmine Bee-eater   Merops nubicoides 

We were very fortunate to see these beautiful birds along the Sabie River near Skukuza, Kruger Np.  
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Hoopoes  Upupidae 
African Hoopoe              Upupa africana 

We saw this distinct bird in the Kruger Np and had a family frequenting the gardens at our guest house 

in Wakkerstroom. 

 

Wood Hoopoes  Phoeniculidae 
Green Wood Hoopoe              Phoeniculus purpureus  

We had lovely views of these noisy birds in the Kruger NP and the Manyelethi GR.  

Common Scimitarbill    Rhinopomastus cyanomelas 

We managed to see this bird in the Kruger NP.  

 

Hornbills  Bucerotidae 
Southern Red-billed Hornbill    Tockus rufirostris 

We had regular views of these hornbills in the Kruger NP. 

Southern Yellow-billed Hornbill (RNE)  Tockus leucomelas 

These hornbills were often seen in the Kruger NP. 

African Grey Hornbill     Tockus nasutus 

We saw a good number of these birds in the Kruger NP.  

 

Barbets  Ramphastidae 
Yellow-fronted Tinkerbird    Pogoniulus chrysoconus  

We were fortunate to see this small vocal bird in the Pretoriuskop Rest Camp, Kruger NP and in at our 

hotel in Hazyview.  

Black-collared Barbet    Lybius torquatus 

This barbet was seen on a number of occasions in the Kruger NP and Wakkerstroom.  

 

Honeyguides  Indicatoridae 
Lesser Honeyguide     Indicator minor 

We had great views of this bird at our hotel in Hazyview.  

     

Woodpeckers & Allies  Picidae 
Red-throated Wryneck    Jynx ruficollis 

We finally found this cryptic coloured bird in Wakkerstroom.  

Golden-tailed Woodpecker    Campethera abingoni 

Good views were had in the Kruger NP.  

Cardinal Woodpecker    Dendropicos fuscescens 

This small woodpecker was seen in the Kruger NP.  

 

Falcons & Caracaras  Falconidae 
Amur Falcon                         Falco amurensis 

We saw these gregarious birds of prey in the Kruger NP, Highveld and in the Wakkerstroom area.  
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Parrots  Psittacidae 
Brown-headed Parrot    Poicephalus crytpoxanthus 

We had excellent sightings of these vocal birds in the Kruger NP. 

 

Wattle-eyes and Batises  Platysteiridae 
Chinspot Batis     Batis molitor 

This bushveld inhabitant was seen a few times in the Kruger NP.  

 

Helmetshrikes and Allies 
Retz’s Helmetshrike     Prionops retzii 

We had good views of these birds at Lake Panic Bird Hide, Kruger NP. 

 

Bushshrikes & Allies  Malaconotidae 
Orange-breasted Bushshrike       Chlorophoneus sulfureopectus 

We had fantastic views of this beautiful and vocal bird in the Kruger NP.  

Gorgeous Bushshrike               Telephorus quadricolor 

We were very fortunate to see this beautiful bird at Lake Panic Bird Hide, Kruger NP.  

Brown-crowned Tchagra    Tchagra australis 

We had good views of this bird in the Kruger NP.  

Black-crowned Tchagra    Tchagra senegalus 

We had a great sighting of this bird in the Kruger NP 

Black-backed Puffback    Dryoscopus cubla 

This bird was seen a couple of times in the Kruger NP.  

Southern Boubou (RE)    Laniarius ferrugineus 

This bird was found on a small farm just outside the town of Wakkerstroom.   

Brubru      Nilaus afer 

We had a great view of this bird in the Kruger NP. 

 

Cuckooshrikes  Campephagidae 
Black Cuckooshrike                         Campephaga flava 

We had great looks at this bird in the Kruger NP.  

 

Shrikes  Laniidae 
Magpie Shrike             Urolestes melanoleucus 

This large shrike was seen frequently during the first few days of tour. 

Southern White-crowned Shrike   Eurocephalus anguitimens 

We were very fortunate to manage to see this bird in the Kruger NP. 

Red-backed Shrike     Lanius collurio 

We have numerous sightings of these birds in the Kruger NP.       

Southern Fiscal               Lanius collaris 

This common bird was recorded on most days of the tour. 
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Figbirds, Orioles  Oriolidae 
Black-headed Oriole               Oriolus larvatus 

We managed to see this pretty bird in the Wakkerstroom. 

  

Drongos  Dicruridae 
Fork-tailed Drongo     Dicrurus adsimilis 

We saw this bird almost every day in the Kruger NP.  

 

Monarch Flycatchers  Monarchidae 
African Paradise Flycatcher   Terpsiphone viridis 

We saw this spectacular bird in the Kruger NP and the Wakkerstroom.  

 

Crows & Jays  Corvidae 
Cape Crow      Corvus capensis 

We saw this crow at higher elevation grassland sites such as Wakkerstroom. 

Pied Crow      Corvus albus 

This crow was seen along the roadside in the Highveld.  

 

Tits  Paridae 
Southern Black Tit     Melaniparus niger 

This bird was seen in most bird parties in the Kruger NP.  

 

Larks  Alaudidae 
Spike-heeled Lark (RNE)    Chersomanes albofasciata 

We had good views of these social larks near Wakkerstroom. 

Eastern Long-billed Lark (E)   Certhilauda semitorquata 

We had lengthy looks at this species near Wakkerstroom. 

Sabota Lark (RNE)     Mirafra sabota 

This lark was seen in the Kruger NP.  

Rudd's Lark (E)     Heteromirafra ruddi 

After a lengthy search, we finally had excellent views of this critically endangered lark at Fickland Pan 

near Wakkerstroom. 

Eastern Clapper Lark    Mirafra fasciolata 

We were very fortunate to see this bird near Daggakraal.  

Monotonous lark     Mirafra passerine 

These larks were abundant in the southern section of the Kruger NP. 

Botha’s Lark (E)     Spizocorys fringillaris 

We managed to get fantastic views of this small lark in Daggakraal. 

Red-capped Lark     Calandrella cinerea 

This pretty lark was common around Wakkerstroom. 

 



Trip Report – RBT Private Chassot/Mangold - Kruger & Wakkerstroom December 2016    19 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Bulbuls  Pycnonotidae 
Dark-capped Bulbul     Pycnonotus tricolor 

This bulbul was seen on most days of the tour.  

 

Swallows & Martins  Hirundinidae 
Black Saw-wing     Psalidoprocne pristoptera 

These sweet little swallows were seen at our guest house in Wakkerstroom.  

Banded Martin                             Riparia cincta 

We had a couple of good sightings of these martins in the Wakkerstroom area. 

Barn Swallow                           Hirundo rustica 

We had one sighting of these swallows in the Kruger NP.  

White-throated Swallow    Hirundo albigularis 

This swallow was seen at various dams and wetlands in the Highveld and Wakkerstroom.  

Greater Striped Swallow                  Cecropis cucullata 

We saw this lovely swallow on our way to the Kruger NP.  

Lesser Striped Swallow    Cecropis abyssinica 

We had regular sightings of this swallow in the Kruger NP.  

Red-breasted Swallow                       Cecropis semirufa 

This swallow was seen every day in the Kruger NP.  

South African Cliff Swallow                  Petrochelidon spilodera 

These lovely swallows were seen well along bridges en route to Wakkerstroom. 

 

Crombecs & African Warblers  Macrosphenidae 
Long-billed Crombec        Sylvietta rufescens 

This short-tailed bird was seen in the Kruger NP.  

 

Leaf Warblers & Allies  Phylloscopidae 
Willow Warbler     Phylloscopus trochilus 

We saw this small warbler in Pretoriuskop Rest Camp, Kruger NP.  

 

Reed Warblers & Allies  Acrocephalidae 
Lesser Swamp Warbler    Acrocephalus gracilirostris 

We had good sightings in the wetlands in Wakkerstroom.  

African Reed Warbler                     Acrocephalus baeticatus 

This warbler showed at the Wakkerstroom wetlands.  

Grassbirds and Allies  Locustellidae 
Little Rush Warbler                      Bradypterus baboecala 

We had good views of this warbler in Wakkerstroom.  

Barratt’s Warbler                         Bradypterus barratti 

We were very lucky to see this skulking warbler on a small farm outside Wakkerstroom.  
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Cisticolas & Allies  Cisticolidae 
Red-faced Cisticola     Cisticola erythrops 

We had a brief look at this Cisticola at Skukuza Rest Camp, Kruger NP.  

Rattling Cisticola     Cisticola chiniana 

We had regular views of this cisticola in the Kruger NP.  

Levaillant’s Cisticola     Cisticola tinniens 

We had a couple of good sightings of this vocal cisticola at the Wakkerstroom wetlands.  

Zitting cisticola      Cisticola juncidis 

We heard and saw this tiny bird in Wakkerstroom. 

Wing-snapping Cisticola (RE)   Cisticola ayresii 

This small cisticola was seen near Wakkerstroom. 

Tawny-flanked Prinia    Prinia subflava 

This prinia was seen in the Kruger NP.  

Drakensberg Prinia (E)    Prinia hypoxantha 

We had great close views of this prinia in Wakkerstroom.  

Bar-throated Apalis     Apalis thoracica 

This pretty bird was seen in Wakkerstroom.  

Yellow-breasted Apalis    Apalis flavida 

We had great sightings of this bird in the Kruger NP.  

Green-backed Camaroptera    Camaroptera brachyura 

Commonly seen in the Kruger NP.  

Stierling’s Wren-Warbler    Calamonastes stierlingi 

We had a fantastic view of this small vocal bird near Orpen Gate, Kruger NP.  

Burnt-necked Eremomela    Eremomela usticollis 

We had fantastic look at these excitable birds in the Kruger NP.  

 

Babblers & Parrotbills  Timaliidae 
Arrow-marked Babbler    Turdoides jardineii 

These noisy birds were commonly seen in the Kruger NP. 

 

Old World Warblers  Sylviidae 
Bush Blackcap     Lioptilus nigricapillus 

We had a fast but close view of this bird on a small farm outside Wakkerstroom.  

 

White-eyes  Zosteropidae 
Cape White-eye (RE)    Zosterops capensis 

These little birds were seen in the Kruger NP and Wakkerstroom.  

 

Starlings  Sturnidae 
Common Myna     Acridotheres tristis 

This invasive exotic was seen in the Highveld as we made our way to Wakkerstroom.  
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Wattled Starling                          Creatophora cinerea 

We saw these gregarious starlings in the Kruger NP.  

Cape Starling (RNE)     Lamprotornis nitens 

This colourful bird was seen in the Kruger NP.  

Greater Blue-eared Starling    Lamprotornis chalybaeus 

We had good views of this spectacular species in Kruger NP. 

Burchell’s Starling     Lamprotornis australis 

This large starling was seen every day in the Kruger NP.  

Pied Starling (E)     Lamprotornis bicolor 

We had sightings of this endemic around Ermelo and Wakkerstroom.  

Violet-backed Starling    Cinnyricinclus leucogaster 

We had a couple of sightings of this fantastic looking bird in the Kruger NP.  

 

Oxpeckers  Buphagidae 
Red-billed Oxpecker     Buphagus erythrorhynchus 
This bird was seen regularly in the Kruger NP.  

 

Thrushes  Turdidae 
Groundscraper Thrush    Turdus litsitsirupa 

We were very fortunate to see this thrush in the Kruger NP.   

Kurrichane Thrush     Turdus olivaceus 

We saw this thrush in Pretoriuskop Rest Camp, Kruger NP.  

Olive Thrush      Turdus olivaceus 

This thrush was seen in Wakkerstroom.  

 

Chats & Old World Flycatchers  Muscicapidae 
White-browed Scrub Robin    Cercotrichas leucophrys 

We saw this vocal bird a few times in the Kruger NP.  

Brown Scrub Robin                         Cercotrichas signata 

We had two sightings of this bird in Cape Vidal. 

Southern Black Flycatcher    Melaenornis pammelania 

We managed to find these often-overlooked birds in the Kruger NP.  

Spotted Flycatcher     Muscicapa striata 

We had good look at this bird in the Kruger NP.  

Ashy Flycatcher     Muscicapa caerulescens 

We saw this flycatcher in the garden of our hotel in Hazyview.  

Cape Robin-Chat     Cossypha caffra 

We had regular sightings of this bird in at our guest house in Wakkerstroom.  

White-browed Robin-Chat    Cossypha heuglini 

This robin was seen in the garden of our hotel in Hazyview.  
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Cape Rock Thrush (E)    Monticola rupestris 

We managed to see pretty thrushes in Wakkerstroom. 

Sentinel Rock Thrush (E)    Monticola explorator 

This lovely endemic was seen at Wakkerstroom. 

African Stonechat     Saxicola torquatus 

We saw this bird in open country around Wakkerstroom. 

Buff-streaked Chat (E)    Saxicola bifasciata 

This bird was seen at well in Wakkerstroom. 

Ant-eating Chat (RNE)    Myrmecocichla formicivora 

This chat was recorded around Ermelo and Wakkerstroom. 

Mountain Wheatear (RNE)    Oenanthe monticola 

This bird was seen in Wakkerstroom. 

 

Sunbirds & Spiderhunters  Nectariniidae 
Scarlet-chested Sunbird    Chalcomitra senegalensis 

This spectacular sunbird was seen in Pretoriuskop Rest Camp, Kruger NP.  

Marico Sunbird     Cinnyris mariquensis 

We saw this sunbird in the Kruger NP.  

White-bellied Sunbird    Cinnyris talatala 

This busy sunbird was seen at Pretoriuskop Rest Camp, Kruger NP.  

 

Old World Sparrows  Passeridae 
Cape Sparrow (RNE)    Passer melanurus 

This sparrow was seen regularly in the Highveld.  

Southern Grey-headed Sparrow        Passer diffusus 

This species was seen regularly during the tour. 

 

Weavers & Allies  Ploceidae 
Red-billed Buffalo Weaver     Bubalornis niger 

We saw these weavers and their large nests in the Kruger NP.  

Spectacled Weaver     Ploceus ocularis 

This pretty weaver was seen at our hotel in Hazyview. 

Cape Weaver (E)     Ploceus capensis 

We found this endemic around in the Highveld and Wakkerstroom.  

Southern Masked Weaver    Ploceus velatus 

This weaver was commonly seen on most days of the tour.  

Yellow-crowned Bishop    Euplectes afer 

We saw these stunning birds in the Highveld and Wakkerstroom.  

Southern Red Bishop    Euplectes orix 

We saw plenty of these birds in the Highveld and Wakkerstroom.  
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Fan-tailed Widowbird    Euplectes ardens 

We saw these birds at the Wakkerstroom wetlands.  

Red-collared Widowbird    Euplectes ardens 

We saw these widowbirds in the Kruger NP and Hazyview.  

Long-tailed Widowbird    Euplectes progne 

We saw these birds in the Highveld and Wakkerstroom.  

 

Waxbills & Allies  Estrildidae 
Jameson’s Firefinch     Lagonosticta rhodopareia 

We were fortunate to see these birds upon entering the Phabeni Gate, Kruger NP.  

Blue Waxbill                         Uraeginthus angolensis 

This neat species was common in the Kruger NP.  

 

Indigobirds  Viduidae 
Pin-tailed Whydah                          Vidua macroura 

We saw this bossy bird in the Kruger NP.  

Cuckoo-finch      Anomalospiza imberbis 

We were very fortunate to see this finch in the tall grass in the Kruger NP.      

 

Wagtails & Pipits  Motacillidae 
Cape Wagtail      Motacilla capensis 

This bird was seen in Wakkerstroom.  

African Pied Wagtail     Motacilla aguimp 

We saw this bird in the Kruger NP.  

Cape Longclaw (RE)     Macronyx capensis 

We saw this longclaw en route to the Kruger NP and in Wakkerstroom.  

Yellow-throated Longclaw    Macronyx croceus 

This stunner was seen well in the Kruger NP.  

African Pipit      Anthus cinnamomeus 

We saw this beautiful pipit near Wakkerstroom.  

 

Finches & Allies  Fringillidae 
Yellow-fronted Canary    Crithagra mozambica 

We had regular sightings of these canaries during the tour. 

Black-throated Canary    Crithagra atrogularis 

These canaries were seen near the dam at our guest house in Wakkerstroom.  

 

Buntings  Emberizidae 
Cinnamon-breasted Bunting   Emberiza tahapisi 

We saw this bunting en route to the Kruger NP.  

Golden-breasted Bunting    Emberiza flaviventris 



Trip Report – RBT Private Chassot/Mangold - Kruger & Wakkerstroom December 2016    24 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

This pretty bunting was seen in the Kruger NP.  

 

 

Annotated List of Mammal Species recorded 
 

Nomenclature and taxonomy follows The Field Guide to the Mammals of Southern Africa by Chris & 

Tilde Stuart (2007). 

 

Total species recorded: 24 

 

Elephants  Elephantidae 
African Elephant     Loxondonta africana 

We had some great views of these large animals in the Kruger NP and in the Manyelethi GR.  

 

Baboons & Monkeys  Cercopithecidae   
Vervet Monkey     Cercopithecus aethiops 

This monkey was encountered on most days in the Kruger NP. Especially near picnic spots.  

Chacma Baboon     Papio ursinus 

We saw baboons on numerous occasions in Kruger NP.  

 

Squirrels  Sciuridae 
Smith's Bush Squirrel    Paraxerus cepapi 
This little squirrel was commonly seen and heard in the Kruger NP.  

 

Cats  Felidae 
Lion       Panthera leo 

We had plenty of good sightings of these large lazy cats in the Kruger NP.  

Leopard      Panthera pardus 

We had one long distance look at one individual just as we exited the Kruger NP.  

 

Mongooses  Herpestridae 
Common Dwarf Mongoose    Helogale parvula 

We managed to get some good looks at this social mongoose in the Kruger NP. 

Meerkat      Suricata suricatta 

We had a fantastic sighting of these popular animals on the farmlands surrounding Wakkerstroom.  

 

Wolves, Coyote, Foxes, Jackals  Canidae 
Black-backed Jackal     Canus mesomelas 

We were saw this cunning animal in the Kruger NP.  

 

African Wild Dog Lycaon pictus 
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On our first morning of the tour we were fortunate enough to see these rare animals after they had just 

caught an impala. At one point our entire vehicle was surrounded by these magnificent animals.  

 

Zebras  Equidae 
Common (Burchell's/Plains) Zebra   Equus quagga burchelli 

We had great sightings of these popular animals in the Kruger NP.  

 

Rhinoceroses  Rhinocerotidae 
White Rhinoceros             Ceratotherium simum 

After a few days of searching, we finally got to see these impressive prehistoric animals in the Kruger 

NP and the Manyelethi GR.  

 

Pigs  Suidae 
Common Warthog     Phacochoerus africanus 

We had a few good sightings of these much-loved animals in the Kruger NP. We had a great close look 

at these warty pigs at the Skukuza Golf Club, Kruger NP. 

 

Hippopotami  Hippopotamidae 
Hippopotamus     Hippopotamus amphibius 

We had fantastic sightings of these large animals in most dams in the Kruger NP.  

 

Cattle, Antelopes, Sheep, Goats  Bovidae 
Impala      Aepyceros melampus 

This was a common antelope in the Kruger NP.  

Common Wildebeest     Connochaetes taurinus 

We encountered this odd animal regularly in Kruger NP. 

Blesbok (E)      Damaliscus pygargus 

We saw a few of these antelope on private game farms in the Wakkerstroom area.  

Common Waterbuck     Kobus ellipsiprymnus  

We had some lovely sightings of these beautiful animals in the Kruger NP.  

Steenbok      Raphicerus campestris 

We saw these small antelopes daily in Kruger NP.  

African Buffalo      Syncerus caffer 

We managed to see these large powerful and infamous bovines in the Kruger NP. 

Bushbuck      Tragelaphus scriptus 

We saw these shy antelope in the Kruger NP.  

Greater Kudu     Tragelaphus strepsiceros 

This regal antelope was seen extremely well in the Kruger NP.  

       

 

Giraffes  Giraffidae 
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Giraffe           Giraffa camelopardalis 

We enjoyed multiple sightings of this unique creature in Kruger NP. 

 

Old World Fruit Bats  Pteropodidae 
Wahlberg’s Epauletted Fruit Bat   Epomophorus wahlbergi 

We managed to get lovely close views of these bats at Skukuza Rest Camp, Kruger NP.   

Annotated List of Reptiles 

 

Total species recorded: 10 

 

Tortoises  Testudinidae 
Speke’s Hinge-back Tortoise   Kinixys spekii 

A couple of these tortoises were seen on the road in the Kruger NP.  

Leopard Tortoise     Stigmochelys paradalis 

We saw one of these colourful tortoises in the Kruger NP.  

 

Afro-American Sideneck Turtles  Pelomedusidae 
Helmeted Turtle     Pelomedusa subrufa 

We saw these turtles a couple of times when we passed some river crossings in the Kruger NP.  

 

Agamas  Agamidae 
Southern Tree Agama    Acanthocercus atricollis  

We had good views of the colourful and large lizards in the Kruger NP. 

Southern Rock Agama    Agama atra 

This agama was seen in Skukuza Rest Camp, Kruger NP.  

 

Skinks  Scincidae 
African Five-lined Skink    Trachylepis quinquetaeniata 

Also, known as Rainbow Skinks, these beautiful lizards were seen in Skukuza Rest Camp, Kruger NP. 

African Striped Skink    Trachylepis striata 

This skink was seen in Skukuza Rest Camp, Kruger NP.  

Variable Skink     Trachylepis varia 

This colourful skink was also seen in the Kruger NP.  

      

Monitor Lizards  Varanidae 
White-throated Monitor    Varanus albigularis 

We had great close views of this monitor as it made its way through the Skukuza Rest Camp, Kruger 

NP.  

 

Crocodiles and Relatives  Crocodylidae 
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Nile Crocodile     Crocodylus niloticus 

We had some fantastic views of these large animals in the Kruger NP.  

 

 

Rockjumper Birding Tours 

Worldwide Birding Adventures 

PO Box 13972, Cascades, 3202, South Africa 

Tel:  +27 33 394 0225 

Fax: +27 88 033 394 0225 

Email: info@rockjumperbirding.com 

Alternative email: rockjumperbirding@yahoo.com 

Website: www.rockjumperbirding.com 
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